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#RACETORESILIENCE 

"Mobilise sustainable climate finance instruments to
support entrepreneurial innovations for a resilient,
socially inclusive, low carbon and just economic
transition in South Africa"

The world has just emerged from the much-anticipated United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) ‘s Conference of Parties (COP26) held in Glasgow, United Kingdom.
The COP26 happened against the backdrop of the world still trying to navigate the challenges of
the COVID-19 Pandemic. Both COVID-19 and Climate Change impose additional pressure to
already existing challenges of livelihoods in society, particularly underdeveloped and low-
income nations,  and especially in  Africa. 

Recognising  the imperatives for negotiations and dialogue at platforms such as the COP26,
there is an urgent need for ambitious pragmatic action that is geared towards helping
communities adapt and become more resilient to the effects of climate change. At COP26,
Nations adopted a Pact, that is aimed at turning the 2020s into a decade of climate action and
support.   

This builds upon and is consistent with the global goal on adaptation established at the Paris
Agreement that seeks to enhance adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience, and reducing
vulnerability to climate change in the context of the Agreement’s temperature goal of limiting
warming to 1.5°C or 2°C 

Indalo Inclusive South Africa (Indalo) believes that climate action has to be a concerted and
collaborative effort among ecosystem partners (government, private sector, and civil society
organisations). The objective of our actions should be directed at helping those that are
vulnerable through a combination of pragmatic policies and market driven approaches that will
also address the triple challenges of poverty, inequality, and employment that South Africa is
facing. 
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https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-glasgow-climate-pact/cop26-outcomes-finance-
for-climate-adaptation#eq-1
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The Indalo Hybrid Symposium 2022,  builds upon the foundation and success of past events which
established the need for robust climate finance mechanisms for adaptation as well as mapping
pathways for a transition to a greener and low carbon economy in South Africa. In addition, we
recognize that the climate change discourse is broad and therefore, broader thematic approaches
are required. These include among others:

The outlook across the South African economic landscape is bleak. According to the Quarterly
Labour Force Survey (QLFS) of June 2021, the official unemployment rate was 32,6%. This rate was
46,3% among young people aged 15 – 34 years, implying that almost one in every two young
people in the labour force did not have a job in the first quarter of 2021.   

A deeper dive into the statistical outlook is even more worrying to say the least. If this alone,
juxtaposed with the projected risks emanating from climate change on communities because of
increased temperatures and natural disasters such as floods and drought, does not heighten the
urgency of action, as a collective we ought to ask ourselves, if we serious about our role in society,
or not?

CLIMATE ADAPTATION FINANCE

Highlight the gap between funders requirements and the potential adaption projects,
challenges faced by enterprises when mobilising climate finance. 
Present a platform to mobilise finance where the financiers and enterprises will meet and
share ideas on how climate finance can be channeled to the grassroot level and support new
innovations for fighting climate change. 

Climate finance (in different forms) has become an important instrument to support
entrepreneurs and local communities in addressing the challenges, service delivery and
harnessing opportunities associated with climate change. 

The climate finance session is centered around two objectives;

The expected outcome of this session is that green project owners/eco inclusive entrepreneurs
will better understand what the financiers require which determines the decision to finance a
project and that the concepts presented by the entrepreneurs will get funders’ buy-in and
commitments. 

JUST TRANSITION

Showcasing and mobilising support for local entrepreneurial innovations
relevant for climate adaptation finance within the rural landscape of South
Africa

Opportunities for grassroot entrepreneurial innovations for a just  energy
transition. 

Collaborative efforts play an essential role in achieving a low carbon and resilient economy.
This was highlighted by President Cyril Ramaphosa when the presidency announced the
international partnership to support a just transition to a low carbon economy  and a climate
resilient society stating that “acknowledging that sustainable financing from developed
countries, multilateral institutions and investors is required to enhance support for South
Africa's transition  which outlines the importance of resources playing a role in driving the just
energy transition process". 



WOMEN LED ENTREPRENEURIAL INNOVATIONS 

In the current times where climate change impacts are visible and felt by all they also vary
unequally. Women are more impacted assumed the role they play in their households and
society at large in terms of securing livelihoods and of economic activities. When zooming in on
inequality, women are not only highly impacted by climate change but also economic
marginalization and political exclusion.

Identify possible opportunities for grassroots innovations where mining companies and
private sectors currently exist in SA within the just energy transition sector.  
Provide a platform for relevant stakeholders that are implementing just initiatives or have
the capacity to fund entities that are that support grassroot innovations with specific
reference to private sector and mining companies. 

The session aims to identify the challenges and opportunities that can enhance grassroot
innovations resilience in the transition as we move towards a green economy and finally to
present an alternative narrative of how a just energy transition is being addressed through
entrepreneurship. 

The Just Transition session is centered around the following  objectives;

It is inevitable that as we transition towards a low-carbon and green economy that mines will
eventually shut down and economic strain resulting from job losses (Revitalizing of South
African mining ghost towns, 2020). In addition, it is for this reason that initiatives such as the
Indalopreneurs Just Transition Enterprise Support Programme exist to increase efforts towards
achieving a low-carbon, resilient and green economy in South Africa.

Accelerating gender responsive climate action through entrepreneurial support
and showcasing women-led innovations

Showcase entrepreneurial innovations of women with positive impact on climate change as
well as explore opportunities for support and platforms where women can contribute to
climate action.
Provide an opportunity for thriving women innovators to share their experiences on how
they overcame hurdles of accessing information, financial support and advocating for
climate action. 
create a platform for linkages and channels that can assist women to be part of the formal
economic activities and therefore be recognized as contributors to the broader economy.

The Women led Entrepreneurial Innovations session is centered around the following
objectives;

It is evident that as much as women are mostly affected by climate change, they are the least to
provide a voice on climate change action hence it was noted as one of the collaboration
statement in the COP26 report to “Encourage parties to increase the full meaningful and equal 
 participation of women in climate action and to ensure gender-responsive implementation and
means of implementation, which are vital for raising ambition and achieving climate goals. 

THE WORK OF INDALO SEEKS TO BE PRAGMATIC IN ACTION AND COLLABORATIVE IN STRATEGY
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It is estimated that a third of all food produced in South Africa is never consumed and eventually
ends up in landfills, adding further pressure to an already over-extended landfilling system
(WWF,2017).If we can’t reduce food waste, then we should divert it from the landfills by exploring
and supporting Food Waste and Loss. 

THE WORK OF INDALO SEEKS TO BE PRAGMATIC IN ACTION AND COLLABORATIVE IN STRATEGY

YOUTH AND INCLUSIVE INNOVATIONS

FOOD WASTE AND LOSS (FWL) 

There is a need for youth involvement in solving environmental challenges and climate change,
which necessitates the need to assist young people in finding entrepreneurial prospects and
solutions that are environmentally responsible and inclusive. This must be done if we want to aid
in solving both youth unemployment and climate change simultaneously. We need to promote,
support, and encourage eco-inclusive entrepreneurship amongst youth groups to allow positive
contributions towards our economy and a greener South Africa.

Youth inclusivity is a driver for positive climate action and climate-smart
innovations in South Africa

The youth and inclusive innovations  session is centered around the following objectives;

The overall socioeconomic and climate change challenges faced by youth groups and the
reality of what is being experienced by youth on a local level within communities, whether it
be urban or rural. 
How to unlock finance for these youth eco-inclusive entrepreneurs. 
Opportunities for youth to grow into eco-inclusive entrepreneurship to secure a better future
for themselves?   
Explore grassroots innovations by youth have a positive impact on climate change and the
triple threat of poverty, unemployment, and inequality

The aim also is to share knowledge and experience that will take place from those who have
previously and are currently exposed to these challenges. We want to help these eco-inclusive
and sustainable entrepreneurs and their enterprises by mobilizing climate finance to assist them.

Transitioning to a circular food economy: exploring and supporting food waste
and loss innovations and solutions

The food waste and loss session is centered around the following objectives;

This session is aimed at intensively discussing and raising awareness of the recent research
findings/results conducted within the FWL sector in SA. It will provide a platform for participants
to engage on food waste and loss from various backgrounds across the different stages of the food
value chain. Furthermore, it will explore some grassroot solutions and innovations, and how they
can be supported to accelerate action on FWL as we transition to a more circular food economy.

Raising awareness of the FWL sector in South Africa while promoting and increasing visibility
of the entrepreneurial opportunities within the FWL sector. 
Encouraging the formation of partnerships and synergies across various stages of the food
value chain and increase commitment of public and private sector to support projects on FLW. 
Connecting key role players to accelerate action on FWL by mobilizing financial resources
toward supporting grassroot solutions and innovations.



PARTICIPATION

Invitees will be drawn from persons and institutions in academia, government,
NGOs, Private Sector and the Entrepreneurial Community of Practice, who are
directly or indirectly involved in mainstreaming climate-smart entrepreneurial
innovations, and more broadly in promoting the green economy through
resource and partnership mobilization. 

29 - 30 March 2022 
Starting Time: 9:00am - 4:00pm  

DATE 

VENUE 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)  International Convention
Centre (ICC) Meiring Naude Road, Brummeria,  Pretoria

ONLINE PLATFORM 
Registration link  will be shared in due course 

SAVE THE DATE 

For more information email: Info@indaloinclusive.org.za  
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